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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Poprr. 








DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT. 


—— 

It is now pretty certain that there willbe no dissolution 
of Parliament this autumn. The ministers, having contrived 
{o tinker up their foreign policy, so that it may, last an- 
other year, with great “good fortane in their favour, have 
resolved to take the benefit of another session from their 
present majority. ‘The matter was somewhat hazardous. 
They are now as popular as they can hope to be; and 
what is more to the purpose, their opponents, the Whig 
party is quite extinct. We shall hear but little more of 
a whig opposition within the walls of St. Stephen’s; and 
what little may be heard there will have no effect beyond 
the walls. Want of spirit, want of candour, and want of 
useful talent, have put the Whigs out of the field. ‘Lhe 
ministers have too much good breeding to laugh in their 
faces outright; but you perceive upon the treasury bench, 
‘‘ whenever a great man on the other side happens to rise,” 
that sort of supercilious regard to decorum which at once 
indicates the most sovereign contempt, and the most per- 
fect indifference. The responsive echo, which made the 
eloquence of Fox shake the ministerial phalanx to its 
centre in the days of Pitt, is not <ttendant upon the ex- 
ertions of the present opposition. Disappointed so 
often, and so fatally by patriotic professions, the public 
look on as coldly as if they had no interest at stake ; or if 
they have, that it is quite hopeless to expect that it will 
be saved. In this temper of the people, if the ministry 
had been directed by absolute wisdom, they would have 
gone to an immediate election. They may gotoone with 
the chances as much in'their favour, in the ensuing spring ; 
but the odds may also vary. Their opponents will not be 
come more popular; but they themselves may become less 
so. At present, every thing is in their favour; and Sir 
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R, Wilson, Mr. Hobhouse, Mr. S. Whitbread, and many 
others must have looked well to their stirrups, :or. they 
might have lost the saddle. 

The present plan of the administration, if report may 
be credited, is to convene the parliament for business in 
November; to hurry on the necessary business of the 
house: and to proceed to an election about the latter end 
of April next: after repealing the remaining portion of 
the assessed taxes, as an additional bait to catch the 
popular gudgeons. It is also said that an attempt will be 
made to put a formal extinguisher on the Whig party, by 
sending new men to every quarter where the Whigs 
have been hitherto triumphant! and thus stealing a marek 
upon circumstanees which render it almost immaterial 
what men are returned to parliament. 

In the present apathy of the publicon political subjects, 
it is not likely that any great spontaneous exertion will 
be made by the people, to regain their rights, by electing 
men who will struggle for them in earnest. Itis however, 
our duty, again to remind them how much is in their own 
power, Hf they chuse to exert themselves, if they would 
but assume courage to throw off the degrading and un- 
profitable shackles of influence, and think and act for 
themselves. The open boroughs if they were inhabited 
by men, might reform the system in six months, from the 
dissolution of the present parliament. It would be only 
to look out for representatives who would pledge them- 
selves not to let the present system proceed, without ALL 
the safe and legal opposition in their power. Any twelve 
able and honest men could arrest the progress of any 
minister at any time. ‘They could render his majority use- 
less, and his power impotent, by merely availing them- 
selves of the forms of the house to retard the business. 
The Whigs know this well enough; and they have more 
than once put this plan into partial practice: but they 
know also that if they obtained power by such means, 
without reforming the system altogetker, which they 
never meant to do, or wished to be done, they would be 
dismissed by the same means themselves: But those who 
were really in earnest, to arrest the progress of the system, 
that an effectual reform might be ForceED upon traffickers 
in the rights of the people, would have no qualms upon 
such asubject. ‘They would have no fears of retaliation ; 
because they would appeal to the people; and against the 
public voice, no faction could long maintain its ground. 

When we say, however, that the open boroughs could 
do this, we have no hope that they will. We think the 
open boroughs, in general, are worse than the close 
boroughs; and an experienced trader in parliamentary 
corruption declares that itis cheaper by far to pay the 
market price of a a close borough, than to appeal to the 
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patriotism of the electors of the open boroughs; sincé 
the best of them only agree to take the bribe of the best 
man, provided he gives as much as his opponent. 

It would not grieve us to learn that every borough was 
deprived of its right of returning members; for we had 
rather the power to do so much mischief did not exist; 
and we are of opinion that no House of Commons 
would be better than a house composed of thé nominees 
of peers and peeresses ; and of the traders who buy seats 
that they may have votes to sell. rot! 

But while ye have no hope that any thing good will 
be effected in the open boroughs, we are glad to under- 
stand that a serious attempt will be made to destroy the 
aristocratic influence which predominates in all county 
elections. There corruption has been accustomed to 
deem itself invulnerable ; and it does not appear that it 
has ever been assailed, in a proper manner, until the late 
election for the county of Lincoln; where, by an expendi- 
ture of less than one hundred pounds, a poll was main- 
tained for seéveral days against Sir W. Ingilby, who was 
supposed to be the nominee of Lord Yarborough, in be- 
half of Sir John Thorold, who was selected by the free- 
holders themselves: The basis of this memorable strug- 
gle, which has shewn that influence may be so expensive 
as not to be worth exercising, was founded on the princi- 
ple so often recommended to the reformers by their oppo- 
nents, of reforming themselves ;—of beginning to do their 
own duty, to the utmost of their power, and leaving the 
event to itself. Sir W. Ingilby expected to walk over 
the course, at no greater expense than the usual gratuities 
to electioneerng attorneys: It was not expected that any 
person would oppose a candidate with a long purse, and 
supported by Lord Yarborough, and the aristoeracy in 
general. Calculating that nobody could succeed against 
them, in which they were righi; they thought nobody 
could be found to make head-against them; but here they 
were wrong. There is everywhere a strong feeling 
against the notorious corruption that prevails in the manu- 
facture of Members of Parliament: and there ate always 
a sufficient number out of the reach of such corruption, 
if they chose to be honest, to alarm the corrupt: No 
individual did oppose Sir William Ingilby ; nor could any 
have been found to do so, at the period ; but the indepen- 
dent feeling of the freeholders were appealed to; and the 
appeal was nobly answered by so great a proportion, as 
to oblige Sir William to put forth all his strength; and 
open his purse-strings to the tune of several thousands, 
in order to counteract an opposition; which, after all, did 
not cost its originators more than a hundred pounds. Our 
readers will see that the patronage of Lord Yarborough; 
if it require ten or fifteen thousand pounds to back it 
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withal, is not worth much; and afew such lessons, whicfi 
are intended to be read in as many counties as can be 
found to contain half-a-dozen thorough-paced reformers, 
may do much towards compelling the house of Commons, 
even li behalf of its beloved influence, to diminish the 
expense is county elections, by enabling every frecholder 
to poll in his own parish; a simple and obvious reform 
Which has been ni eolected, because hitherto faction has 
found that the probability of expensive elections confines 
the game to fewer hands, and enables its friends to seé on 
the cheapest terms, by reducing elections to mere no- 
minations. 

A society is about to be formed, which will direct its 
efforts entirely towards county electrons ; and to promote 
contests wherever the {reehiolders can be roused in assertion 
of their rights. Whathas been cone in the county of 
Lizcola, may be done in every other county 5 and in most 
of them it will be found that it has been rathcr the want 
of opportunity thaa of inclination which has rendered 
the freeholders the dupes and tools of the mercenary, the 
ambitious, and the corrupt. It requires only a well-orga- 
nized system, grounded upon a perfect knowledge of the 
laws that regulate, or are supposed to regulate elections, 
in order to produce a serious impression upon this por- 
tion of the citadel of corruption. What the people think 
proper to attempt, is possible for them to achi 
they neglect the means when they are placed iu their 
hands, they will have only themselves to thank for the ill 
consequences that may ensue. 

In» future number we shall enter into more particulars 
on this subject ; and in the interim we should like to 
become acquainted with those in every county, who may 
be disposed to exert themseivesin this way. It does not 
absolutely require any considerab'e number to effect all 
that is proposed ; but the more there are, to set their shoul- 
ders to the wheel, the more easily and the more effectually 
wil! it be accomplished. Mr. Wells, though residing 
at Huntingdon and being but asmall freeholder in Lin- 
colnshire, undertook the task of moving Lincoln alone, 
in the fizst instance, and succeeded. It is true, he was sup- 
ported by Col. Johnson, and several other decided friends 
to public rights; but he would have proceeded alone, if 
he had met with no support; and if ke had not done so 
much, he would have accomplished a great deal, and set 
a glorious example of what principle, integrity, and 
see can effect against any disparity of strength or 
numbe 

It is oun that there is less corruplton in countics 
tuan in boroughs; though influence has produced in the 
former what direct bribery produces in the latter. The 
close boroughs are sold in the gross :—the open boroughs 
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are réiailed at so much a vote. In counties, the purchase 
of votes, and the direct sale of seats, are not sc common. 
A few great families meet together and agree who shall 
be returned. If the tory faction prevail in the district, 
two tory members are brought forward. If the whig 
faction be decidedly uppermost, two whigs are selected ; 
or if they are nearly balanced, and the issue of a contest 
would be doubtful, they agree to share the spoil between 
them. Thus county elections are mere matters of mutual 
accommodation; and the freeholders have little more to 
do with the matter than the herds of Irish voters who are 
driven by the overseers to the hustings like droves of cattle 
to the market. The only difference seems, that the Irish voters 

are sent todoas they aredirected ; andthe English voter has 
the business settled for him without being called upon to 
vote at all. Those who chuse to be thus disfranchised, may 
take their own path to the ruin and slavery in which it 
mustend. Those on the coatrary, who think that rights 
are only valuable in their useful exercise, will come for- 
ward to demonstrate that there are persons who would not be 
content with the name,without the advantages of FREEMEN. 








LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Dwarf in London te the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 





EMIGRATION NO CURE FOR IRISH GRIEVANCES. 
RESPECTED FRIEND, 

I have frequently told thee that the great evil of 
Europe, is that of having too many animals upon two 
legs, for it would be gross irony to call them men. The 
great object of the governors, and the rich portion of 
society, has been to get rid of them; but to no purpose. 
Spite of starvation where there are no laws to compel a 
subsistence for the poor; and spite of the bandying from 
parish to parish where such laws exist, they increase. Mr. 
Cobbett says, no, they do not increase ;—but whether the 
poor increase or not, the burden of maintaining them 
produces the constant desire of diminishing their numbers. 
If there are no more than there always has been, tlie 
expense is not the moreagreeable on that account; and the 
rich, as they do not want them to fight their battles, wish 
them most heartily over the blue mountains, or at the 
devil, no matter which, so they were rid of them. It is 
not very wonderful that such statesmen as the late Cas- 
tlereagh, and some who have not yet been tempted to 
take his road to the reward of his merits, should enter- 
tain such opinions as that a state can have too many 
people, with all sorts of food perishing in stores at the 
same moment; but that men who really wish well to their 
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feilow-creatures should adopt the doctrine is astonishing. 
Yet Sir Francis Burdett gravely proposes, 


66 


™ emizration 
on an extensive scale, as a means of reducing th: C po- 


* pulation of Ireland to its proper numbers, so that peace 
and qnietncss may ke restored.” 

To propose the experiment to be made on Ireland was 
peculiarly unfortunate; for disorder, the conscquerce of 
misrule, has distracted Ireland for centurics; and if a 
diminution of population were the natural remedy, the 
numbers wouid have to be reduced below the average of 
the lowest number that have ever existed in freland, since 
its sic ogy by England. masse a population of 
Ireland, at present, is some seven millions. ‘There are 
persons, who with some reason on their side, say that 


the returns of the Irish pc pulation have been purposely 


endered defective, in order to prevent the real state of 
the population from being known, lest the 
should presume too much upon the physical streneth of 
their numbers. ‘Yhese persons say that the population of 
Limerick has been returned at a less rate than it was 
ceveral years ago, although the town has increased con- 
siderably in size; and that the same false play bas 
cecurred in many instances; and, if we may Leleve them, 
the actual population of Ireland is nearer farelve than 
seven millions. 

If this be the case, emigration as a remedy must be a 
forlorn Lope indeed; to calculate from a scale which has 
been furnished from an actual experiment. A Mr. Robin- 
son Was employed 1 in the early part of 1825, to arrange 
‘or an emigration from the south of Ireland for Canada, 
under the auspices of government, and with every facility 
ss wt to his operations. He Lad calculated that the 

xpense would be something more than £27 each, for the 

ea of men, women, and children. On the 2d of 
June, having arrived at Fermoy, ke began to advertise 
for emigrants: — but, notwit! standing the most advan- 
tegeous ‘offers of free passage, gocd treatment, lands for 
nothing, and wherewithal to stock tiem, besides pro- 
visions until their lands should be productive, only 568 
actually embarked with him, This shews that a desire 
for emigration is not very general among the Irish people; 
but with this feeling I have at present nothing to do. 
My object is to shew that emigration on an extensive 
scale is a chimera; and I proceed to do this, by areference 
only to the expense, and the consequences of emigration 
if the expense could be provided. 

The partics embarked were carried to the place of their 
new settlement for less than the estimated expense ; so 
that the experiment, from favourable circumstances, was 
extremely successful. The people were content ; and their 
jro:pects were promising enough. The actual expense 
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per head, was but £25; and this may appcar trifling to 
inconsiderate people, who will be ready to exclaim— 
* Only twenty five-pounds per head ! why it costs nearly as 
“ much for hanging and twice as much for transporting them 
—away with them to Canada!’ And truly if the removat 
of a ship load or two would answer the purpose, no- 
thing would be better worth the while of the small but 
voracious band that plunders Ireland, than to clubtheir pur- 
ses to send _ off. But afarthme may be m ultiplied Into 
a sum which no wealth could defrey: and it is still easier 
to multiply mena than farthings info sums of enormous 
magnitude. If emigration costs £25 per head, the emi- 
ration of one million wouldamount to twenty-five millions 
of money, to be advanced on the instant, under the most 
favourable circumstances; for it does not appear that the 
parties with whom the experiment was made, were of 
the most distressed condition, as no charge is made for 
clothing, which would form a serious item, in the expense 
of emigration ona large scale, and comprehending those 
whom it would be most desirable to remove. But would 
the removal of one miliion do anything to quiet Ireland ¢ 
Mr. Dennis Browne suys Uiere are two millions that could 
be well-sparcd. It would require then (fifty millions, at 
least, to remove the Will the meonted interest advance 
a loan to this eect, and accept the cruarantee of the 
emigrants for the payment of the interest? But would 
fifty millions do! he serious mention of such an emi- 
ration would raise the price of transports at least fifty 
percent. The price of provis sions would also rise; and 
we have allowed nothing forclothing. It migbt be fairly 
concluded that seventy-iive ‘llions would hardly def: ray 
the expense ; and then, if two millions could t - spared, 
nothing would be done je Ireland :—and it lictaod were 
to be thinned down until the disturbances ceased, under 
the present system, four millions, on the lowest calcula- 
tion must be removed; and one hundred and fifty millions 
of money would be requisite to carry such an emigration 
into effect. it would require two thousand vessels, carry- 
ing five handred emigrants each, to transport one million 
of persons; and the difficulty of locating such a number, 
and establis shing and maintaining good order among them, 
would add very considerably to the expense; for Mr. 
Robinson very properly reminds us that the services of 
the superinte:dant are to be remunerated. It would 
require at least one superintendant to every vessel; and 
as gentlemen must be adequately remunerated, £500 for 
the service would be thought too little, and this would add 
a million more; but on the scale we are calculating, an 
odd million or two cannot be worth notice:ng. 
This short exposition clearly skews that no sven attempt 
will ever be made: but it is strauee that the advocates 
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for an emigration will not perceive that a much cheaper, 
and more effectual emigration may be accomplished in 
Jreland. Why should not the Church lands, and the 
waste lands be opened for the emigration of the redun- 
dant population in Ireland. The poor Irishman would 
then only have to be provided with a spade, and a few 
‘algo and he would be at home ina climate to which 
he was accustomed, and with hjs friends at hand. A few 
colonies judiciously planted in this way, would re- 
lieve the over-populous districts, if there be any; and re- 
lieve the distress of which there is no question whatever. 
All the mischief that could acerue trom this plan would 
be that Primates of Ireland might not in future die worth 
two or three hundred thousand pounds, which would he 
all the better for themselves, if they have any faith in the 
maxim of their creed that “ it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than fora rich man to en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

But if there must be an emigration upon an extensive 
scale from lLreland, a much fitter class can be found for the 
purpose than the poor creatures who have neither food, 
nor clothes, nor property of any kind; and who must be 
transported at the expense of the nation. Let us send 
away a class that can pay the cost of their own transpor- 
tation. Let us send away those who are pillaging Ireland, 
and making its inhabitants wretched. Let us transport 
the Orange-men of all ranks and grades—the church-mil- 
alanis, who collect tithes at the point of the bayonet, and 
a civil government maintained by that most powerful of 
all royal reasoning, the thunder of the cannon. When 
the late Lord Castlereagh talked of the thundering house 
of commons, he spoke but figuratively ; and meant the 
thunderers who were atits command. Your artillery-men 
are the true thunderers, and the Master of the Ordnance 
is the domestic Jove. All the plagues that really curse 
[reland might be shipped off in about five hundred trans- 
ports; and they are quite rich enough to provision them- 
selves for the voyage. ‘There would also be room enough 
for them; and they have the means of living anywhere 
from the emoluments of their present employments. They 
would also carry with them the requisite capital for the 
cultivation of the desert and the waste ; and they would be 
prevented from doing any further mischief. ‘Then would 
Ireland smile indeed. The Catholic, no longer treated 
like a brute, would soon learn to beaman. ‘The labourer 
finding that his toil was advantageous to himself would 
Icarn to appreciate the true nature of enjoyment—and a 
country which it costs England nearly seven millions a 
year to curse with a bad system, would be an invaluable 
friend, and the most useful and powerful of her allies. 
‘There is however, a fatality about the treatment of Ireland 
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by England. Every thing mortal carries with it some 
principles of decay, and the treatment of Ireland is pro- 
bably the canker-worm that will destroy the British Em- 
pire. If Ireland were happy and free, England would 
be her natural ally. The fate of the two islands depends 
upon their being united by the most friendly ties ; as Ire- 
land could not remain free, if England were to fall under 
the yoke of a foreign power; and England would be 
mutilated of her most powerful resource, if Ireland were 
to become the prey of any continental despot. Yet Eng- 
land, by contriving to render Ireland as miserable as even 
a Russian master could make it, produces a feeling of indif- 
ference as to who lords it over an unhappy race; and dis- 
poses Ireland to accept of any master that would avenge 
her injuries. Thou wilt call this madness on the part of 
England. So do 1:—but these wise people will have 
their own way, though it lead them to destruction, 
I remain, thy friend and wellwisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 








PRESENT ALARMING TRANCE AND SILLY BE- 
HAVIOUR OF THAT OLD SINGLE GENTLE- 
MAN, JOHN BULL. 


~ 
From the Black Dwarf to the Yellow Bonze. 


~~ 








Respected Friend, 

Thou inquirest after the health of my most respected 
friend, John Bull. Iam sorry that I have no good news 
to tell thee of him. His best friends shake their heads as 
they go by his doors, and fear things will turn out very 
indifferently withhim. The truthis, that he is not now 
ever seen abroad. Someof his impudent lacqueys appear 
occasionally in the streets; but the poor old gentle- 
man himself, quite exhausted with his prodigious exertions 
in his late crusade after glory, lies absorbed in the most 
profound trance. It has been made a question whether he 
has not actually followed the Princess Charlotte, Napo- 
leon, and the Queen, to an untimely grave; but for my 
part I cannot bring my mind to think my poor old acquain- 
tance has actually passed the bourne from whence no 
traveller returns ; though | admit that his sleep is so pro- 
found and death-like, that were it not for the colour on 
his cheeks, and an occasional “half-opening of one eye, 
when Spain, or Greece, or South America is mentioned, 
I should no longer contend that he was alive, but advise 
that he were buried without more delay. Some of his 
attendants, however, depose to certain other symptoms 
of latent sensibility. They say that he has often groaned, 
when the Holy Allies and the monster Ferdinand have been 
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mentioned :—that he sighed audibly when he heard the 
account of the martyrdom of Riego; and that a tear 
actually stood in his eye, when the fate of the lovely 
widow of the gallant chief was announced to his phy- 
sicians. If all this be true, there can be no doubt that 
he is alive; and I should be glad to believe with a_por- 
tion of his senses unimpaired. Yet L cannot vouch for 
these things. lam not, of my own knowledge acquain- 
ted with the truth of any one of them. ‘lo my mind, he 
wears a general look of indifference, when any royal 
monster is mentioned. 1 thought him particularly insen- 
sible and unfeeling, when I saw him after the fate of 
Riego was known; and though it were true that he 
dropped a tear to the memory of the unfortunate Madame 
Riego, he suffered his face to be wiped dry with the 
pocket handkerchief of a Spanish ambassador, sent by the 
royal monster himself, to bid England rejoice that Spain 
Was once more a Cespotism, Iam fearfui, therefore, that 
my old excellent friend will sink into a confirmed iusensi- 
ble manner, or become what is still worse, a blubbering 
ideot :—for I see none of the marks of his old manhood 
about him; and all that high and romantic spirit, which 
induced him to quarrel with anybody for anything, is fallen 
into a miserable avarice, the result of past extravagance. 

To be sure he has not the best medical attendance. In 
his prosperity, he suffered a medicat staff to be established 
in his house ; and now he ¢an neither get them ont of 
it, nor himself out of their han’ts. They will prescribe 
for him, whether he will or no; and after many obstinate 
struggles to free himself from their custody, he was so 
weakened by age and infirmity, witha little touch in the 
brain, that he entered in a compromise with them, that if 
they would not bleed and blister him, without very urgent 
necessity, they might do just as they liked. To do them 
justice, [ do not believe they want to destroy him entire- 
ly ;—they only wish to keep him so reduced that they 
may have all the management of his affairs, in their own 
way; and his present state of almost total insensibility 
suits them most admirably; inasmuch as they have no 
accounts to rendcr, and he would as soon sign an acquit- 
tance for a million as for a single pound. In his weak 
state, also, he is the more easily cajoled. If he should 
ask any questions, they would tell him that he was the 
most prosperous fellow, and the luckiest dog alive, to 
have such excellent servants. He has not strength to 
grumble ; and their cue is to keep him quiet. Never were 
parties better accommodated. . 

The last time I saw my poor old friend in partial pos- 
session of his faculties, was about three years ago. He 
had been declining very perceptibly ; and from the fierce, 
rough, jolly, fat old gentleman, ‘hat he used to be, he 
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had got so thin that he could have jumped out of his 
clothes without loosening a single button. He said he 
thought he was thinner ; ‘and as he fumbled about the folds 
of his once-well-fitting garments, he seemed alarmed to 
tind himself a mere skeleton of what he had been. They 
told him that it was all the better for his health: that 
it was much more who!esome to be thin than fat: and that 
all remarkably long livers were very lean men. As John 


had been in the habit of making game at the spare ribs 


of his neighbour, Mons. Pricassee, he did not much relish 
this praise of lean health: 


and would rather have resem- 
bled Sir John Falstatf ties all the long-livers since Me- 
thusalem ;— and, indecd, he went into a raving fit of 
passion,—swore that /; » ought to be fat, that it “rereed 
with Aim, that his fam a had always been fat, and fat he 
was resolved to be, whether it pleased his doctors or 
not. But your coctors are not men to be so easily 
managed, when you are once in their hands; and aman 
has no fair chance of recovery, until they ha ve abandoned 
him in —— a x, Ph) ysicians argued against full 
as long as they could,— 
t. ld long nieties of ihe. ranetieis who had died from 
having had too ccod health; and would fain have per- 
suaded John that a delicate Icok and Spare system was 
by far the best; but to no purpose. Fat, he swore he 
would be; and they set their wits to work, not to make 
him fat, that being impossible without diminishing the 
expense of the doctors, but to make him believe that he 
Was growing fat again. As my old fricnd is drawing 
fast towards the period of second childhood, the matter 
was not very difficult. They made him put on his old 
clothes, after having stuffed them throughout; and having 
dressed him in the Falstaff fashion, they have more than 
half persuaded him that he is as fat as heretofore. and as 
jolly as he was wont to be; but lest the clothes should 
wear out, or he grow wise ‘enough to discover the cheat, 
1 understand he is actually to have his body expanded by 

gas, and all the animal functions performed by steam. 

Do what they will, |] am afraid the old gentlemen will 
die. His infirmities cannot but prove mortal. What with 
the Bank fever, the treasury jaundice, the West Indian 
rash, the Hast Indian ague, and the Irish cancer, there 
is but little hope for him; to say nothing of the French, 
Russian, and American epidemics, which are as certain 
to afilict him again, as the plague is to be no stranger at 
Aleppo. 1 feei very mich for his numerous family; as his 
affairs are in indifferent hands; and it is well known that 
his stewards have reported him insolvent for many years. 
Indeed his servants have been so long his masters, that 
his children are very likely to be treated as aliens: and 
even Jon himself may vet be driven to all the extremity 
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of want; for the moment his pampered menials can no 
dJonger raise money upon his credit, they will leave him 
to his fate, and that will not be a very enviable one. 

It is a great misfortune, in such a crisis, that he is not 
on good terms with the other branches of his family, 
Sandy Bull, and Paddy Bull. ‘The latter, in particular, 
isin sad dudgeon with him, and accuses John in round 
terms, of beinga knave. The dispute arose out of the 
distribution of the family property ; Paddy swearing that 
John has stolen his title-deeds, and robbed him of the 
little, which as younger brother, fell to his share. Now, 
there is no doubt but that Paddy has been both robbed 
and ill treated ; and there is as little doubt that the rob- 
bery was committed, and the ill usage perpetrated, in 
John’s name, and by John’s authorised agents; and that 
therefore John is legally and morally responsible for the 
mischief, and ought to make reparation; but as John did 
not commit the facts himself, he takes high ground upon 
the matter, calls Paddy a quarrelsome, turbulent fellow, 
and wonders he cannot be contented with what has been 
done for his good. Paddy calls this insult, and very na- 
turally longs for an opportunity to avenge himself; but 
he feels that it is useless to talk about law, while John’s 
servants have got the keys of all the tribunals, and the 
ears of most of the ! Thus matters stand—Paddy 
longing for any chance of getting out of the hands of 
John’s servants; and not caring whether John lives or 
dies, so that he recovers his property. 

Sandy Bull is not so noisy as Paddy, but it is easy to 
see he likes John’s servants quite as little. Sometime ago 
a bargain was made that Sandy should go into partnership 
with John, upon equal terms; and Sandy gave up his 
separate property, to be admitted a partner, principally 
with a view of getting rid of some old grievancies; but 
Sandy has discovered, while all his own reasons to com- 
plain remain as strong as ever, that he has entailed upon 
himself an unpleasant proportion of new ones. John’s 
servants treat him just they please,—they never ask his 
consent as to the mode in which the business is to be con- 
ducted,—they will give him no accounts,—they refuse to 
listen to his remonstrances,—and they have been heard to 
threaten that if Sandy does not mind what he is about, 
and behave himself as he ought to do, they would make 
nothing of laying him by the heels, notwithstanding his 
claims of partnership. Sandy looks glum at this, but he 
feels that it is useless to say anything to such creatures, 
while they have John’s purse and credit to support them 
—but when John goes off, Sandy swears his insolent do- 
mestics shall suffer for it. 

These family differences disturb John a great deal, 
and add to the natural irritability of his temper but so 
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reat is his pride, and so fitdoes he think it that the head 
olafamily should do as he thinks proper, that he sup- 
ports his serving knaves with all possible pertinacity ; and 
sanctions all their proceedings, under pretence of suppor- 
ting his own dignity! Thus, with a strong disposition to 
do right, the operation of false pride upon credulity in- 
auces him to perpetrate injustice, and prepare the way 
fur a catastrophe which may end in the ruin of “ the 
house ’’—and for no better purpose than that a few kna- 
vish menials may rise upon its ruins, and grin at the mi- 
sery of the posterity of the unthinking author of their un- 
merited fortunes! The folly of this old gentleman quite 
vexes me: Poor fellow! ‘There he goes past the window 
of my study, dressed out as fine as a may-day chimney- 
sweep! all stuffed with rags to the very bursting of the 
seams ; and tries to walk as consequentially as ever—but 
he his evidently alarmed; and he peeps down every 
street, and into every alley, lest he should fall into the 
ambush of some of his relations. He hasa wild stare 
with his eye, and a lunatic-like grin upon his countenance 
—his pace is hurried, but not firm; and he evidently 
Wishes to escape observation. His neighbour Monsieur 
Fricassee, with whom he used to jest liberally, has grown 
quite terrific in his sight; and | observe that John always 
shuns him in his walks. If Mr. Fricassee takes it amiss, 
and thinks John means to insult him, | know not where 
John would hide himself; but Doctor Canning, one of 
John’s leading physicians, says he can train John into 
fighting condition ina few days, whenever it shall be 
necessary. This consoles me a little. 

This is all the information I can give thee; and this is 
more than is good, and therefore more than enough. If 
there be in Japan any clever fellow who can, “ minister 
to a mind diseased,” and toa body woefully impaired in 
its faculties, send him hither—but it would be to no pur- 
pose ; forif John should not be dead before he arrives; 
John’s attendants would prevent all approach to him, for 
they would rather kill him themselves than permit any 
one else to cure him. 

J remain, thy friend and well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 





ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAW, 
IN THE “ ENVY AND ADMIRATION OF THE WORLD,” 





To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 
London, August 24, 1824. 
Mr. Epiror,—lI perceive in the Times of this morning 
a statement, which, if true, sinks the administration of our 
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laws, in contrasting them with the theory of Christianity, 
so low in the scale of degradation that | am afraid to trust 
myself with the indignant comments which the matter 
would deserve ; and must apply to your more experienced 
pen to do the subject ample justice ; and to avenge the 
honest feelings which are so deeply outraged. 

A boy named John Clough, at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
was indicted for stealing a watch belonging to Wm. Heron. 

a being taken up he confessed the fact; but declared that 
after the robbery he had been visited with a qaualm of con- 
science, and had putit under the door of the prosecutor’s 
house, where in corroboration of the boy’s story, it had 
been found by one of the prosecutor’s family. ‘The 
lad was found guilty; and I expected to read on, that in 
consequence of the compunction he had evinced, and the 
restoration he had made, the “learned Judge’? would 
have endeavoured to profit by the proof that the feelings of 
shame 2nd honour were not entirely extinet, nor even al- 
together slumbering, to have read a moral lesson to the re- 
pentant culprit, in order to try at least to restore a 
hesitating sinner to the paths of virtue and utility. [was 
the more induced to expect this from the statement that 
the lad was only eleven years old; as at that age, the rod 
of the school master is a far more efficacious instrument of 
reformation than the terrors of a gaol. But to my great 
disappointment, the statement does not contin a single 
word of admonition from the “ learned Judge:” it merely 
adds that the little varlet was sentenced to tevelve months 
imprisonment, and to be whepped severely in the first 


Let your printer put as many notes of admiration as he 
will, he will not excite in your readers, half the horror that 
I felton reading this account. I maybe more squeamish on 
such a subject than suits this liberal age—an age so liberal 
as to be utterly indifferent to any other consideration than 
that of se'f;—but ifthe statement be true, } see a prose- 
cutor, with the agents and administration of the law, 
taking the best means of transforming an ingenuous cheld 
into a confirmed thief :—or into whatever worse character 
the consequences of severe, and, in my opinion, unmerited 
punishment may entail upon him. I endeavoured to find 
out areason why the further details of the case, if there 
were any, were not given; but I have discovered none. 
The Calendar, it is boasted, Was extraordinarily hg¢ht; and 
I am sure it ought not to have been burthened witit the 
case of this poor child! ‘The reporters are proverbially 
on the hunt for novelty; and the columns of our news- 
papers have “ ample verge and scope enough’’—I was 
about to add the following line— the characters of hell 
to trace !’’ If they have suppressed the monitory lesson 
which it was the duty of the “learned Judge” to have 
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read this baby in iniquity; or if there were any circum- 
stances of aggravation which rendered repentance nuga- 
tory, and called upon an earthly tribunal to be more 
severe than that of heaven; and the reporters have not 
given the facts, they have acted unjustly to the character 
of the “learned Judze; ’ they have fixed a stigma on 
the character of the law :—they have degraded the ad- 
ministration of justice ; and they ought to make an ample 
apology, to avoid exemplary punishment. But if they 
have done their duty,—it they have accurately reported 
the facts and circumstances, | would not be the “ learned 
Judge,” — the “ learned counsel,’ — the “ respectable 
attorney,’’— or the “ injured prosecutor,’—for all th 

gems that human industry has dug, or may yet dig, from 
out the bosom of this teeming earth. On the tablet of 
what should be justice tempered with mercy, is it then 
written that repentance is no reparation of error, even 
when committed by the youngest of our species in the 
most thoughtless period of their life; when it is difficult 
to distinguish between the wantonness of the untamed 


spirit, and the depravity of the inclination! Hundreds of 


confirmed and aged thieves, for infinitely worse offences, 


and without either sign of regret or promise of amend- 
ment, have been more leniently dealt with, than this poor 
child is represented to have been, notwithstanding that 
he repented before accusation, and had made all the re- 
paration in his power. If 1 may venture without pro- 
fanitv, and | solemnly disclaim tke idea, to suppose the 
mild and benevolent founder of the Christian faith to have 
been seated upon the bench of justice, instead of Mr. 
Baron Hullock, what a contrast might be imagined! 
Would the amiable Jesus have ov erlooked the repentance, 
the restoration, the blush of shame, the incipient virtue ! 
Would he have said, “ Away with him to prison for 

‘ twelve months, and scourge him twice ?” No Christian 
would think it possible, and yet this boy’s prosecutor, 
Witnesses, and judge, are all Christians! and in the 
name of the English head of the Christian Church, has 
the sentence been proclaimed. 

Many will say. “ why this clamour about a child?’ To 
such it would be useless to answer, that such a child 
might live to be a man on whom the very safety of the 
state might depend ; nor would they heed the maxim of 
the Grecian lawgiver, that an injury done to the meanest 
citizen is a wound inflicted on the vitality of the state. 
But they may recollect that a bad system developes itself 
in solitary instances ; and that this child’s fate may be that 
of their own children, or their posterity. The Great 
Mogul does not cut off the heads of all his subjects. The 
evil of his despotism is, that he can cut off the heads of 
all who displease him; and as no one can tell whether 
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he may not fall under his caprice, though the whole are 
not destroyed, still no one is secure! 

Twelve months and two severe whipping will wear 
out every vestige of shame from the mind of this poor 
lad; and as if it were determined that no chance should 
be left him of returning into the bosom of society, as an 
acceptable member, he is to be branded with the scourge- 
marks in the last week of his confinement: This practice 
is as horrible as it is common. If whipping is to be re- 
sorted to, it should be while the offence is recent. We 
do not beat a dog a month after it has stolen a piece of 
meat, but on the instant, that it may be fully aware of the 
offence that itis beaten for; and if the ‘ body’s smart,’’ 
is to form the deterring principla in human beings, ( whicli 
it nevef will be) it should follow the offence as early as 
possible. Suppose this boy after a first whipping, which 
would be as much as he deserves, were to be a miracle of 
ptudence, patience, and industry during his twelve 
months of confinement. Suppose him to have becomeé 
thoroughly sensible of the impropriety of his conduct; 
and, (what it would be far more difficult to convince 
him,) of the justice of his punishment :—still he must 
undergo this whipping in the last week. His back must 
be torn in pieces, to proclaim from whence he has fe-is- 
sued into the world, just at the very period when it ought 
if possible to be eradicated from his own memory. His 
past crime, notwithstanding repentance and ample punish- 
ment, is again written on his flesh, with his own blood ; 
as if it were the absolute purpose of the law to point him 
out for hunting thtough society as an object equally to be 
shunned, despised, and hated ; and that this feeling may 
be eternal, his own angry passions are roused by the lash 
of vindictive chastisement into their fullest energy, and 
kept upon the rack by necessities which none will pity, 
and no friendly hand is stretched forward to refieve. | 

Against such a system, it is matter of wonder that no 
pen has been employed. You have not been accustomed 
to stand upon the threshold of abuses, or to fear exposing 
them in legible characters to public examination. Let not 
this, I implore you, escape your vigilance. In an age 
when wealth is the general idol, and when nothing but 
property (no matter how acquired) is respectable, I trem- 
ble for the despotism that may prevail when it shall be 
tacitly agreed that the miseries of those who are made 
criminal by a bad system are of no consequence to those 
who are rolling in the affluence which it confers upon the 
favoured few. 

I remain, Sir, Your’s, 
AN ACUTE OBSERVER. 
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